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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF YOUNG FARMERS’ CLUBS
Competitions Programme 2009/10
National Performing Arts Competition

Drama
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Sponsored by
R U L E S
COMPETITION AIMS

To encourage YFC members to work together to produce and perform a drama utilising the skills learnt through training and practice.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Teamwork, commitment, acting, drama, dance, singing, theatrical, writing, interpretation, choreography, communication skills and personal development skills.

1. VENUE - After Area and Regional eliminators, the Final will be held in conjunction with the 2010 Annual Convention.
2. REPRESENTATION - Counties may enter one team per 600 members or part thereof in the Area Events.

Areas will be represented in the Regional Semi-Finals by one County team per 3,000 members of part thereof.

Representation at the Final (after Regional eliminator) will be by County teams as follows:

Northern 1; Southern 1; Wales 1

NOTE:  Area eliminators must take place not later than 18 March 2009.  This is to allow time for the competition Sponsors to arrange printing of the programmes, at their in-house printers, for the Semi Finals and for submission of the relevant information to the NFYFC, which is then forwarded to the Theatres and Adjudicators
3. ELIGIBILITY – A cast shall consist of competitors who must be 26 years of age or under on 1 September 2009 and full members of a Club affiliated to NFYFC.
Competitors are required in person to produce on the day of each round of the competition (County, Area, Regional and National) their current and signed Membership Card, with suitable photo-ID, or a fine of £10 will be imposed for non-production.

4. HEALTH & SAFETY - All competitions carried out at National level must comply with Health and Safety Legislation and meet the relevant safety standards.  All Productions MUST, as part of the competition, submit 2 weeks in advance a detailed Risk Assessment of the Production that covers all activities both on and off the stage.  Marks are reserved for suitability of the Risk Assessment which will be reviewed and scored by the technical staff teams of the theatres used.
5. CHILD PROTECTION – The completion of a Parental Consent form, for members under the age of 18, is the responsibility of the County Federation and must be available on the day of the competition.

The completion of a Parental Consent form for members under the age of 18, and a form for completion by the accompanying senior member to be completed and returned to NFYFC no later than 5 working days prior to the competition.  It is the responsibility of the County Federation to ensure these forms are completed and returned in good time.

NOTE:  Separate Parental Consent forms are required for each round of the competition organised by the NFYFC (the Semi-finals and the finals) as these are held on separate days and are therefore separate events.

6. BACKSTAGE – A maximum of one producer and six helpers who need not be of membership age will be allowed.  There is no restriction on helpers who are of membership age and current members. All helpers who are visible on stage must be YFC members.

7. Live musical accompaniment, whether on or off stage, must be by a YFC member(s)  (not Associate Member), BUT a maximum of one musician may be over YFC age (must be a YFC card carrying Associate Member) BUT must be sited off stage and take no other part in the production.  
Taped sound effects/music permitted.  (NFYFC cannot be held responsible for the efficiency or quality of any sound system in any hall used).

8. Unacceptable behaviour by competitors or supporters, which adversely affects other competitors, will be penalised by the adjudicators. 

Teams are reminded that they are performing to a family audience.

9. SUBSTITUTION – If more than half of the original team members are unable to go forward to subsequent rounds, then the next highest placed team will represent the Area/Region.

All substitutes must have been eligible to compete in the County Final.

10. PROCEDURE – Teams may choose either a single act from a full-length play, excerpts from a full-length play or a complete one-act play.

Note:  Photocopies of acting editions currently in print are not acceptable except upon production of a letter from the publisher, the author or the author’s agent.  To photocopy or reproduce copyright material by any means is to break the Law of Copyright and be liable to prosecution.
Similar letters of permission should be obtained for any cuts made in a script, or for the performance of extracts from full-length plays, which are still under Copyright Protection.

Members are reminded that in taking part in the Performing Arts competitions, material of a questionable nature will be penalised.   Members are asked to bear in mind that they are performing to a family audience.

11. Where appropriate, Clubs must pay Royalties to publishers – see Drama Competition Guideline Paper available from County Offices and NFYFC.

12. Plays can be presented in curtain settings with cut-outs.  Box sets will be allowed and all sets must be freestanding.  Backcloths can be flown, outside of the time allocation.

13. TIMING – Platform times shall not be more than sixty minutes, which will include setting, performance and clearing the stage.  The performance must be a minimum of twenty minutes.

14. SCALE OF MARKING - If the total platform time exceeds sixty minutes, groups are liable to a penalty of two points for every minute or part minute over sixty minutes.

Risk Assessment (suitability and completeness)
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15. USE OF THEATRE - Details of the theatre chosen for both the Regional and Final Competitions will be forwarded to all County Federations.  Such details will include a plan of the stage, available lighting, electrical equipment, etc.  
Visual effects, electrical appliances, etc., belonging to competing teams must not interfere with the theatre lighting and must be in accordance with the safety regulations pertaining to that theatre.  NFYFC and the Theatre Management will not be responsible for providing any equipment or material that is not available in the theatre and included on the list of available equipment.

16. A maximum of 50 minutes will be allowed for teams to use as a technical rehearsal, this is to include technical preparations such as lighting, sound and set positions.
17. A maximum of 10 minutes will be allowed immediately prior to the performance for all flying (subject to individual venues).

18. Based upon the information circulated under 14 above, teams competing in the Regional and Final Competitions must prepare and submit a plan to the NFYFC Competitions Department twenty-one days before the Competition, showing the stage setting.  Details of any inserts to be included in the curtain setting, back-cloths to be flown, a list of basic furniture, a lighting cue sheet and any information about costumes/props, etc., that have been prepared by the members should be attached.  Also a cast list for inclusion in the programme.
19. All teams must abide by the Health & Safety Regulations of the theatre.  All stage scenery must be fireproofed.  Copies of the any theatre regulations will be sent to teams.  Note this information should be recorded in the Risk Assessments
20. For the Regional Events and Final, a date and time will be given for viewing the theatre.

21. AWARDS – * Robert Wiseman Awards for the Semi-Finals and Final will be provided (subject to confirmation)
All competitors who have taken part in the Semi-Finals and Final will receive NFYFC Certificates of Achievement.

22. Producers may find it useful to know that Adjudicators will be given the following brief:

ACTING
Not so much examples of outstanding individual performances as the general standard of the performance as a whole; teamwork and high average level of acting; audibility; timing, light and shade; movement and gesture; variety of tone.

PRODUCTION
Interpretation of the play; tempo and variety of pace; casting and the blending of the players into a team; grouping; business; smoothness of the presentation as a whole.

STAGE PRODUCTION
The setting; stage dressings; properties; efficiency of stage management; effects; costumes; make-up; lighting; safety considerations.
DRAMATIC ACHIEVEMENT
Suitability of the play for the available cast; effectiveness of the performance within the scope of the play; endeavours and general standards.

NOTES:
1. IMPORTANT:  Competitors are reminded to read carefully the General Rules relating to National Competitions if they are taking part in this Competition.  These are available from the NFYFC website.
2. This competition WILL carry points towards the NFU Trophy.
3. Please note that NFYFC will not permit any filming of any performances at semi-final or final level by any member of the audience or competing club.
Status


FINALISED


11/08/09











